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Romo returns from
NFL combine
Senior Quarterback receives high marks in
several categories in Indianapolis.
Page 12

Mertz takes
the stand
• Convicted murderer testifies about his unhappy
childhood in his defense from getting death penalty
By Shauna Gustafson
SENIOR WR ITER

Anthony B. Mertz took the stand
Monday, recalling for the jury an
unhappy childhood filled with
abuse and neglect, as well as why
he "enjoyed" being a Marine.
Wearing a tan suit and blue dress
shirt, Mertz looked the part of any
young man as he testified on his
own behalf, in hopes the j ury will
not send down a death penalty sentence at the conclusion of this sentencing hearing.
Mertz will continue his testimony at 9 a.m. in Courtroom 1 of the
Coles County Courthouse. He was
found guilty of murdering Shannon
McNamara on June 12, 2001. He
also was found guilty of aggravated criminal sexual assault and
home invasion.
Mertz testified Monday that he
had spent most of his very early
childhood living with his grandmother, after he and his two older
sisters were taken away from their
biological
mother.
"I don't recall ever seeing her," he
said.
"Everything was perfect, • for
the children when they lived with
their grandparents, Mertz said. He
only remembers being reprimanded once while living with them, and
never being physically hit.
He said he attended the
Rossville Methodist Church every
Sunday for 13 years with his
grandmother and continued
attending the church occasionally
until the week before he was
arrested.
Mertz's older sisters, Christina
and Brandy, moved into their
father's house a few years after
they were placed with their grandparents, with Mertz following
about two years later. The children's father remarried and wanted them to live with him.
Mertz said he had seen his father
only a few times, two or three,

Mertz may have
blacked out from
alcohol, expert said
By Shauna Gustafson
SENIOR WR ITER

The alcohol abuse of
Anthony B. Mertz was genetically influenced, and he could
have been in an alcoholinduced blackout the night he
killed Shannon McNamara, an
expert
witness
testified
Wednesday.
Barry Hargan, who testified
as an expert substance abuse
counselor and consultant, as
well as one of his sisters, a computer expert, two ex-girlfriends, Mertz's best friend, a
faith partner at church and two
private investigators were
called to testify on behalf of
Mertz in the third day of the
defense's attempt to persuade
against a death penalty sentence.
Mertz was found guilty of
first-degree murder, home
SEE ALCO HOL
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before moving to his house. He
became teary as he explained that
it was difficult for him at the time
to understand that he had parents
other than his grandparents.
"I really didn't understand it,· he
said.
He testified to having been sexually abused and molested by his
stepsister, Rose, who was 6 or 7
years older than him. He said he
now holds "a general contempt and
dislike of her." At the time of the
abuse Mertz said he was 8 or 9
years
old.
"I had no idea what sex was - you
SEE ME RTZ
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Karl-Ludwig Konrad, UPI treasurer and the Associate Professor of Foreign Languages, counts ballots with David
Radavich, UPI president, Monday evening in the English Conference Room in Coleman Hall.

UPI ratifies contract
• More than 75 percent ofunion members in support of the profXJsed agreement
By John Chambers
ADM INISTRATION EDITOR

The faculty union ratified a tentative agreement Monday for a
four-year contract by a vote of 325
to 19.
1\venty-eight ballots were counted as spoiled ballots because they
were not signed or the names could
not be identified, said University
Professionals of Illinois chapter
president David Radavich.
More than 80 percent of the
membership voted on the contract.
The union has said about 75 percent of Eastern's 576 faculty are
union members.

By Tim Martin
CAMPUS EDITOR

STEP HEN HAAS / ASSOCIATE PHOTO ED ITOR

Don Tanner. a driver of one of the Panther Express buses, s huttles students on his route Monday afternoon. His route takes students from
Carman and Thomas halls to the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.

Don Tanner, a bus driver for the
Panther Express, sits on the driver's
seat like a king on his throne.
His territory? The one-mile
stretch between Carman and
Thomas halls and the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union.
And his subjects? Eastern students.
"I have a bunch of nice kids that
ride with me, • said Thnner, a fiveyear employee at Eastern.
But one time, the bunch overflowed Thnner's castle, er, shuttle
bus.
"One time we got 47 people on one
of my buses,· he said.
"I told them if they waited a few
minutes, I would come back, but
they insisted," Thnner said. "I don't
know how we made it, but I got them
there."

Just over 50 percent of the membership approval was needed to
ratify the contract, which must
now be approved by Eastern's
Board of n-ustees.
"I think we got the faculty a good
contract," said UPI chief negotiator Charles Delman. "I think it's as
fair as we could get during the current (economic) situation."
The agreement was signed by
negotiating teams for the administration and the UPI completely
Feb. 12 following 11 months of
talks.
"I think we're very pleased,·
Radavich said. "I expected more
no votes."

Spotlight:
Eastern

Surely, Charleston's knights, er,
police, would have stopped the bus
before it galloped away filled With
students. Thnner said the bus holds
only 22.
"I guess they could write a ticket
out for it, but we got a Charleston
cop who drives for us part-time,"
Thnner said. "And I think he's had
quite a few (students) on his bus too,
so he can't say nothing."
But the overcrowded excitement
is something usually not seen in
Thnner's day.

He said the votes not in support
could be because of compensation,
but the "other parts of the contract
were very good.·
The agreement also has language on distance education and
patent wording for the first time in
the faculty contract, he said.
The language on academic freedom matches wording in BOT policies, Radavich said.
Without a scheduled board meeting until April, the contract could
be ratified with a teleconference
vote, said political science instructor David Carwell.
Carwell collected the mail-votes
SEE RATIFY +Page 09

The 68-year-old works the day
shift from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. and, by his
estimates, makes the three-stop trip
30 times a day.
Thnner, a truck driver for more
than 20 years, retired six years ago
but now transports students because
he got bored sitting around.
Thnner was born in nearby Hutton
township, which is eight miles away
from Charleston and said he started
driving semi-trucks at age 16. He
lived in the Los Angeles area for 30
years but moved from California
because there was "wall-to-wall people."
Thnner is divorced with two sons
living in California and Colorado.
In his years of experience, he has
done more than j ust shuttle Eastern
students to and from class.
"I took 22 Amish people to Ohio
last year - they're a pretty nice
bunch of people,· he said. "The first
SEE PAN THER + Page 09
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Career Day held
for speech majors
By Holly Frejlich
STAFF WR I TER

The
Student
Activities
Committee
for
Speech
Communication on Wednesday
will hold the annual Speech
Communication Career Day.
The day will consist of various
panels on the topics of health communication, broadcasting, sales
and marketing and teaching, said
Sherry Holladay, speech communication director and coordinator
oftheevent
The panels are open to all students interested in collecting
information and designed to help
speech communication majors
determine what they will do with
their degrees upon graduation.
The panels will be held ln various
rooms on the third floor of the
Martin Luther KJng Jr. University
Union, beglnnlng at 9 am and continuing through 3 p.m.
Some of the more prominent
speakers that will be ln attendance
will be Keith Bliss, owner of
J itters and Bliss; Therese
KJncede, owner of What's Gookin';

Brett Schuette from the American
Cancer Society and Patty
Peterson, director of public relations at Sarah Bush Lincoln
Memorial, Holladay said.
The majority of the speakers
are Eastern alumni who will share
their own personal experiences ln
finding a job requlrlng a speech
communication degree, Holladay
said.
Unlike any other career day, the
event is meant to inform students
rather than recruit them forcertalnj obs, Holladay said.
Brian Sowa, assistant professor
of speech communication, and
Holladay, are among some of the
speech communication directors
involved ln coordinating this
event. Sowa and Holladay, along
With the speech department, are
anticipating a large turn out.
"We are hoping to see all speech
communication majors in attendance," Holladay said. "Although
we are aware this is the first time
an occasion like this is taking
place, we hope that students will
be interested ln coming to find out
what this day is all about. •

Professor compares
NATO leaders
By Megan Cranmer
STAFF WRITER

NATO has grabbed plenty of
headlines lately based on complex issues involving countries
with American interests.
Under his own time and
research, Ryan Hendrickson is
willing to inform those interested
about NATO's two Secretary
Generals and their use of force ln
the past.
Ryan Hendrickson, a professor
in the department of political science, said he will talk about the
two NATO leaders.
He will give a comparative
analysis of Javier Solana and
Willy Claes and how they used
force in 1995 at Bosnia and ln
1999 at Kosovo.

Hendrickson said he Will also
mention ln "a gentle way" the
incidents that are happening ln
Iraq and the decision making and
leadership of NATO ln military
operations.
Hendrickson said he attended
national conferences around the
country about this subject and
has also written a book.
"We are fortunate to have him
share his research with the campus," said Jocelyn Tipton, a
librarian at the Booth Library.
Ryan said he will discuss for a
half an hour on the "always
European" leaders and then there
will be a question and answer
period afterwards.
The meeting will be 3:30-4:30 pm
Wednesday at Booth Library.
Admission to the discussion is free.
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It's cookie time
Ryan Berger, a freshman political science major, buys Girl Scout cookies from troop #154 member Anna
Stephens, 9, of Ashmore, Monday afternoon outside of Taylor Dining Center. Other members will be at differe nt
dining centers t hroughout the week.

COMING UP

Necessity of writing portfolio to
be discussed at Faculty Senate
By John Chambers
ADM INI STRATI ON ED I TOR

The Faculty Senate will discuss
how effectively student writing is
being assessed at Eastern Thesday.
The electronic Writing portfolio is
available for students to submit
selections each year from writing
centered or Writing intensive classes.
Four representatives related to
the program will likely address
senate concerns on assessment,
learning and grading instruction,
said chair Anne Zahlan.
Faculty could be concerned
about the system of evaluating
Writing submissions is too different
from the way instructors grade or
what specifically students are
learning from the portfolios, she
said.
Students are asked to tum ln to
the program a selection from each
academic year, including one from
a speclflc class freshman year and
senior seminar their last year.
The portfolio is meant to show a

progression of writing over a student's college career, said English
professor Robin Murray, who is
involved with the program.
The writing portfolio, started ln
fall 2002, will undergo an assessment next year because the program will then be able to show
records of students' submitted
writing over four years, Murray
said.
She said the portfolio shows a
greater difference ln writing compared to the writing competency
exam, which some students can
choose to take instead of submitting all the writing selections.
"The portfolio is much more
effective ln terms of assessment. It
does demonstrate how important
writing across the curriculum is,·
she said.
Murray said the program could
go through a second assessment
folloWing the review next year.
The communication Thesday will
"encourage and facilitate communication" between university

departments, and the senate members will be able to see the outline
of the portfolio, especially since
some are faculty helping students
with submissions, Zahlan said.
"The faculty would appreciate a
little more guidance," she said.
The senate could also discuss the
possibility of statewide testing and
results of a faculty forum held last
month.
Illinois Board of Higher
Education is ln support of the testing and will be optional for Illinois
universltles to participate ln.
The faculty forum focused on
issues surrounding academic freedom, and the senate could discuss
results that were compiled, she
said.
Information from the forum not
covered ln the new faculty contract
could lead to the creation of future
senate subcommittees or resolutions, Zahlan said.
The Faculty Senate meets at 2
p.m. Thesdays ln Booth Library
Conference Room 4440.

POLICE BLOTTER
Criminal Damage to Property
A 2001 Honda was damaged Feb. 20 while it was parked in the Taylor Hall student parking lot, pollee
reports stated. The incident was investigated.
Jacob W. Stout, 18, 103 Douglas Hall was arrested at 1:39 a.m. Feb. 22 at Douglas Hall on charges of crlrnlnal damage to property, consumption of alcohol by a minor and disorderly conduct, pollee reports stated.

PHONE:217-581-2812 (fax 581-2923)

Criminal Damage to Government Sup[XJrted Property

EMAI L: maj ones®eiu.edu

Pollee discovered a broken door glass ln Buzzard Hall Feb. 23, pollee reports stated. The incident was
investigated.
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Theft
A j acket valued at $500 was stolen Feb. 20 from a Thomas Hall room, pollee reports stated. The incident is
under investigation.
Personal property was stolen from a vehicle parked near the Physical Plant Feb. 24, pollee reports stated.
The incident is under investigation.
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Small crowd greets
convenience center
opening at Thomas
By Eram Cowlas
STAFF WRITER

The much-anticipated opening
of the new convenience center
Monday in the Thomas Hall
Dining Center had a small but
hopeful showing of students.
The center, known as the
Marketplace at Thomas Hall, was
scheduled to open in the fall of
2002 but opened Monday because
of uncontrollable circumstances.
Despite the delay, students are
excited about the new marketplace.
Holly Bieschke, a freshman
communication and pre-law major,
said she was "super-excited," and
the convenience center will save
her trips to Wal-Mart.
Danita Timmons, assistant
director at Thomas Dining Center,
said the opening was as successful
as expected, though there were not
huge numbers of students.
"lrafflc has been steady," she
said. "Traffic will pick up as kids
get used to it."
The variety of products attracted some students coming in to the
marketplace.
"I was excited because of the
Starbucks," Emily Pasierb, a
freshman secondary education
major, said.
Mark Hudson, director of housing and dining, said the new convenience center fills a need for
students.
The idea of building the center
came from both the Residence
Hall Association and from student
surveys conducted by Housing
and Dining.
"We want to make sure that
we're serving the needs of the students," Hudson said.
Jerry Vanderhei, a sophomore
undecided major who works at the
new marketplace, thinks the marketplace accomplishes Hudson's
goal.

The goal of the marketplace is
not to replace the existing convenience centers in the Martin Luther
King Jr. Student Union or Carman
Hall, said student supervisor
Michael Smith, ajunior industrial
technology major.

Instead, the goal is to provide
another more centralized place for
students to pick up what they
need.
Smith also said the marketplace
will expand and will include items
such as laundry detergent, milk
and bread.
Mary Kay Nelson, a sophomore
mathematics major who works in
the marketplace at Carman, anticipates the new marketplace will
draw a different crowd than the
one found at the Carman marketplace.
She also does not think the new
center will take any business away
from the existing centers.
"Mainly people who come (to
Carman) are from around here,
like from Greek Court or
Carman," she said.
Hudson predicts the new marketplace will be more successful
than its predecessor at Carman.
"I think it has the potential to be
more successful because it is in
the beaten path," he said. "(It's all
about) location, location, location."
The central location in the South
Quad makes the center easily
accessible for students living in
Thomas, Andrews, Lawson and
Taylor halls and the classroom
buildings in the South Quad.
Perhaps location is the biggest
advantage for students because
they can pick up items without
going out of their way.
"Mainly Mountain Dew and
pretzels are big sellers,"
Vanderhei said.
Students will also be able to use
Dining Dollars to buy items at the
new marketplace, which they cannot do at the Panther Pantry in the
Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union.
Because the aim of the marketplace is to meet student needs, the
staff of the marketplace is open to
suggestions.
"Just stop in and let the cashier
know what you think," Timmons
said.
hours
of
Thomas
The
Marketplace are 8 a.m. to midnight Monday through Friday, 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m.
to midnight Sunday.

COLIN MCAULIFFE/ PHOTO EDITOR

Tim Bussman, a freshman accounting major, buys nachos from Jerry Vanderhei, a sophomore undecided major,
at the newly opened Thomas Dining Center Monday evening.

Still no suspects in Blumberg case, Mertz ruled out
By Nate Bloomquist
NEWS EDITOR

Olney police have no suspects in
the murder of an Eastern student
that happened more than three
years ago.
Olney police Capt. Jim Stover
said the case of the Dec. 31, 1999,
murder of 20-year-old Eastern student Amy Blumberg remains

"hot."
Ms. Blumberg was found shot to
death at her family's retail business in O'Fallon where she was
working while home for semester
break.
While at Eastern, the Collinsville
resident majored in family and consumer sciences with an option in
business and a concentration in merchandising. She also was a member

of the Sigma Kappa sorority.
"We still get leads on a regular
basis, but we don't anticipate making any arrests in the near future,"
Stover said.
Anthony B. Mertz, who was convicted on Feb. 12 for the murder of
Eastern
student
Shannon
McNamara, was ruled out as a suspect in the case.
Mertz has been linked to the

June 29, 1999, murder of Amy
Warner during the sentencing
phase of Mertz's trial, which continues Thesday.
The Olney police department
has several detectives checking
out leads daily in the Blumberg
case, Stover said. But so far the
police have turned up empty-handed after investigating over 200
leads.

Stover said the police department continues to get tips.
The FBI has notified Olney
police of other similar crimes in
other states, but Stover wouldn't
comment on the states or crimes in
question.
"By no means is this case pushed
on the back burner," Stover said.
"We've still got plenty of leads to
follow up."

Martin Luther King Jr. University Union
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Tragedy can't run our lives
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EDITORIAL

Any killing
still very
wrong
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Killlng is wrong, no matter what, for many reasons.
It's oot likely someone would argue murder by invading someone's home and strangling or stabbing the
resident is OK, but people do argue killing by sentencing someone to death row is perfectly fine. Again,
killing is wrong, no matter what, for many reasons.
Anthony B. Mertz is guilty of murder. He committed a crime beyond terrible - a brutal and heinous
crime. He is evtl, and he deserves to be puniShed.
At the same time, he's still a person, and he should
not be given the death penalty.
A harsh, suitable punishment At issue
Whether
instead would be life in prison.
Anthony B.
Mertz was conVicted on Feb.
Mertz should
12 of first degree murder,
get the death
penalty
aggravated criminal sexual
assault and horne invasion in the
June 12, 2001 killing of Eastern
student Shannon McNamara.
Since then, his sentencing trial
has been ongoing, and jurors are
faced with the responsibility of
deciding whether Mertz should

Our stance
Although Mertz
committed a
heinous crime,
no human life
should be
given the
death penalty.

be put to death for his crime.
Sentencing is likely to end Wednesday. Prosecution
evidence during the sentencing stage of the trial has
linked Mertz to another murder and arson. He also
has a long list of past criminal behavior.
It's not likely Mertz will be cured of his evtl side.
It's probably not likely that he can be rehabilitated,
but who can say for sure? Still, history is known to
repeat itself, so Mertz needs to be kept locked up
forever, so he cannot harm anyone else ever again.
By law, the jury may come to decide they are
obligated to return a death sentence verdict. A good
amount of evidence is stacked up against Mertz,
and maybe all of his worth as a human is gone.
The last few weeks and the time still to come have
been and will be a matter of life or death; this case is
a matter of life even more. Basically. it's not right to
kill another human. He is evtl, and it is hard not to
say he should die for what he did, but life is not something humans shouldjust take because they can.
The editorial ts the majority optnton of The
Dally Eastern News editorial board.

Death penalty deserved
A death sentence should not be taken lightly.
Criminals cannot be sentenced to death for
every crime committed. In the case of Anthony
B . Mertz, however, the death penalty is an
appropriate punishment.
Mertz's crime was a heinous one, and he cannot be
rehabilitated. A witness testifled Mertz planned to
brag about getting away With the murder, and Mertz
has been linked to other Charleston crimes. He could
have done this act again if he had not been caught.
For these reasons, Mertz no longer deserves to
live, even if it is in a prison cell.
This stance is the mtoority opinion of The
Dally Eastern News editorial board.

I didn't know her. The only thing
I had in common With her was we
were students at the same university, pursuing a dream of a career
and a life beyond college.
We were both female college
students unafraid that anything
would come in the way of our
dreams. But as the story played
out, something did come in
between her and her dreams of
becoming a teacher.
Throughout the last few weeks, I
feel strangely close to Shannon
McNamara and horrified as more
details of her death are given in
the capital murder trial and current sentencing of the individual
found guilty of kllllng her.
We go about our daily lives
believing we are safe. In the college student mentality, we think
nothing can harm us, that we are
always safe and everything will be
a happy ending.
I've never questioned my safety
on campus. Every time someone
told me to beware of some hazard
or another, I never really considered it a threat.
But now, when I go home at
night, I make sure I lock the deadbolt on my apartment door. I look
over my shoulder at night and try
not to go out alone.
But sometimes that isn't enough.
I worry someone could come in

"The crime wasn't
solved in a one hour
segment."
through one of my Windows and do
to me what was done to her. I'm
sure I'm not the only one who
thinks this way. In fact, some of my
friends and I have talked about it.
It's a really bad feeling, to all of
a sudden question your safety - to
think about what might happen
after you tum out the lights.
I've gone to some of the court
proceedings; I went to the prayer
service for Shannon, and I've kept
up with the coverage of the trial.
What I have seen has affected
me. I can't imagine the grief her
family is going through again,
maybe even more than when it
originally happened. I find myself
feeling especially sad sometimes,
even though I didn't know her.
The amount of detail is shocking
and upsetting to all, especially the
ones who were closest to Shannon.
I have to admit, I first attended
this trial out of a morbid curiosity,
both to see how a trial of this
nature works and to find out more
about what happened. Now I wish I
hadn't. I believe it is insensitive to

those who knew Shannon, and I am
constantly reminded how this sort
of thing affects not only those
directly involved, but also those
standing on the sidelines.
It's not at all like police and Court
TV shows. This happened in
Charleston to someone many of us
could have known if we didn't
already. The crime wasn't solved in
a one hour segment. It is a real
place, a real crime and real emotions.
And once the case is over, it still
won't be over. Not for the family,
not for the friends. They will still
have to deal with the fact their
daughter, sister and friend was
murdered and can't be brought
back.
And it won't be over for the students of Eastern Illlnois University
or the residents of Charleston.
Ever since it happened, we've had
to come to terms with the fact a
heinous murder can happen here
and we are powerless to stop it.
Anthony B. Mertz killed
Shannon McNamara. In the next
few days, a jury will decide what
the appropriate sentencing is for
him - a prison term or death.
Regardless of the outcome, we
can't let this tragedy run our lives.
We can't live in fear. If we do that,
the criminal still wins, whether he
lives or dies.
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YOUR TURN: LETTER S TO THE EDITOR

Respect quad when work begins
In conjunction with the
recent articles regarding
the South Quad, I would like
to express a concern of
mine.
When I was a freshman
here at Eastern three years
ago, the South Quad was
one of the most beautiful
areas on campus. In the fall,
H omecoming fun games
were p layed there, and in
the spring, you could
always find a group of students gathered there to sunbathe, p lay frisbee, or
throw around a football.
Now, I admire anyone who
risks a sprained ankle to
run around on that bit of
land.

During my sophomore
year, Charleston received a
large amount of rain one
weekend, and some students decided to have a
huge mud fight in the quad,
which left ruts all over the
ground, destroying it. The
quad has not been able to
recover since. We had the
steam tunnel project during
my j unior year. The entire
quad was surrounded by
fences while workers took a
semester to finish the proj ect.
Last summer, the quad
was leveled and replanted,
and it looked very nice until
this past fall, where yet
another rainfall brought out

the 'mud people,' who once
again destroyed the quad.
On a campus that is no
stranger to construction
and fences, we need a beautiful spot where students
can run around like maniacs
once the weather gets nicer.
When the grounds crew
begins to re-seed the area,
p lease have some respect
for Mother Nature and
leave the quad alone while
it recovers.

I have one year left here
at Eastern, and I would like
to see the South Quad in as
good a condition during that
year as it was my first year
here. On a related note,
does anyone know why half
of archery hill across from
Taylor (my favorite kite-flying spot on campus) was
torn down?
Gretchen Warner
Senior marketing major

LEITERS TO THE EDITOR: The Daily Eastern News accepts letters to the editor
addressing local. state. national and international issues. They should be less than 250
words and include the authors' name. telephone number and address. Students should
indicate their year in school and major. Faculty. administration and staff should indicate
their position and department. letters whose authors cannot be verified will not be
printed. Depending on space constraints, we may edit letters. so keep it concise.
Letters can be sent to The Daily Eastern News at 181 1 Buzzard Hall. Charleston ll
61920; faxed to 217-581-2923; ore-mailed to majones@eiu.edu

5

THE DA ILY EASTERN NEWS

Snowy winter here
until March arrives
By Nick Westendorf

the average for winter is just under

STAFF WR ITE R

half that. the area has recorded as
much as 50 inches. Still, 30 inches of

Winter's ley rage has yet to di.minish as Monday morning's storm

snowfall is a far cry from the norm
The unusual amount can be attributed to the El Nino pattern, said Lucy
Plahmer, a meteorologist at the
National Weather Center. El Nino's
track shifts moisture to areas farther south than normal. Whtle it is
too warm for snow in most of these
areas, the northern edges - areas
such as eastern Illinois - are cold
enough to receive the precipitation
El Nino brings in the form of snow.
With the temperature at 19
degrees on Monday and not expected to rise much above 30 this week,
many students are wondering when
the Winter weather will end.
"I hate it. • said freshman undecided major Holly Friedman. "It's cold."
she complained.
Katie Allemen, a freshman speech
communication major, added, "It
sucks falllng on the lee.•
Although Winter does not offictally end until mid-March, Price did
offer some faint hope: "We will see
signs of spring in a couple weeks.

dumped another 2.5 inches onto the

campus.
Whtle the storm caused no major
accidents, and, as of Monday afternoon, all roads in Charleston were
clear, it did bring the snowfall
amount for the year up to an unusual 30 inches and served as a
reminder that winter does not end in
February.
Gary Lee, an engineer for the
Charleston])ep:utmentofFublic Wlrks,
said the roods~ cleared of smw by
early afternoon Morxlay and 00 accidents oa:urred on Charleston streets.

COLIN MCAULIFFE / PHOTO ED ITOR

Kate Diguido, a freshman undecided major, walks to her residence hall through the on-again, off-again snowfall
Monday afternoon near Booth Library.

"We'll get snow in March yet."
said Dallas Price, a meteorologist
and former instructor at Eastern. In
fact, another minor storm is expected Thesday night. though it is not
projected to bring more than an inch
of the "light fluffy stuff."
Monday night's storm brought the
total amount for the month up to
nine inches and the total amount for
the year up to 30 inches. Although

Prellminary signs."

Students, chamber team up to attract business
By Lea Erwin
STA FF WR ITE R

Student Senate members, along
with members of the Charleston
Area Chamber of Commerce, met
last week to discuss bringing new
businesses to Charleston.
Kyle Donash, a student senate
member and External Relations
Committee chair, said a survey
taken on what students want
revealed that many students wanted a 24-hour sit down restaurant.

Students would like to see
restaurants like Applebee's and
TGI Fridays, he said.
"These restaurants have a population requirement that exceeds
more than Charleston can
acquire," Donash said.
Cindy Titus, the executive director of the Charleston Area
Chamber of Commerce, said other
popular businesses such as Panera
and Cost's require a high traffic
count and more upscale areas.
"Restaurants like Country

Kitchen have been contacted, but
they need someone who is willing
to invest and buy a franchise,•
Titus said.
Titus said current Charleston
businesses such as Jitters and
Bliss are tweaking their menus to
more of an up-scale variety of coffee and tea to convert to more of
what students would like.
"We are more serious this year
about working on bringing more
businesses to Charleston because
there are more noticeable and

available spaces on Lincoln, • Titus
said.
Space is available in Charleston
for potential businesses, Titus said.
"Vacant Jots such as Hardee's
and How Ya'll Are restaurants are
also being looked at as future
developments; however, it is hard
when properties such as Long John
Silver's are involved in litigation
disputes," Titus said.
Donash said the issue has been
discussed for the past three years
but not much has been done.

"If we get more businesses in
Charleston, then maybe more students will come to Eastern,"
Donash said. "We need more variety in Charleston for the community and students. •
Because of the lack of business,
Charleston is losing sales tax to
other communities, Titus said.
More than 200 businesses have
been contacted about coming to
Charleston, but "it's a continual
process that takes time," Titus
said.
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Java B&B owner opts out of university union contract
By Tim Martin
CAMPUS EDITOR

After negotiating for more than
two years to obtain a lease to manage Java Beanery and Bakery in
the Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union, Mike Bliss has
opted out of his annual contract
after four months.
~The contract we had negotiated with Keith was an annual one
with renewal clauses, as long as
the university agreed with it,"
Mark Hudson, director of housing
and dining, said. "There is a 90day notification clause, and
(Keith) chose to exercise it. •
Bliss, who declined comment,
will manage Java until May 13, the
date of spring commencement. At
that time, the university will
assume responsibility.
Bliss made his final decision to
be released from his lease within
the last week, but in doing so,
leaves behind a trail of turmoil.
Contract negotiations had been
in progress since the fall of 2000.
Bliss, the owner of Charleston
coffee shop Jitters and Bliss, originally had planned to relocate his
business to Eastern's campus.
But university negotiations
with Bliss were stalled, which
prompted Bliss to say in an article
of the Dec. 5, 2001, edition of the
Dally Eastern News: "(The
University) reneged on their
promise. I always thought there
was a hidden agenda.·
The university said they cut off
negotiations for various reasons
in the DEN article.
"We tried, tried and tried with
Jitters and Bliss - people were
j ust tired of waiting," Hudson
said.
Shirley Stewart, interim vice
president for student affairs, said
in the article the decision was
made to maximize profits that
would not be available if Bliss
received a split.
By October 2002, Bliss negotiated his way to manage Java B&B.
"I have been working on it for a
long time,· Bliss said in an article
of the Oct. 28, 2002, edition of the

COLIN MCAULI FF E/ PHOTO EDITOR

Sofie Morgan, a j unior therapeutic recreations major, creates a drink for a customer Monday evening at the Java B & Bin t he Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union.

DEN. "I won the bid to lease It and
negotiated out the price (in) three
weeks."
Hudson predicted in the ensuing four months Bliss and Java
B&B were not making profit.
"I would sort of say It was a disappointment," Hudson, who met
with Bliss once a week, said. "I
had hoped It would worked out
better for him.

"I know for the last month or so,
he has been trying to make decisions for the long term, and I
guess reviewed the situation and
didn't think It would work.·
Hudson said he considers Bliss
a "good friend" and that he
thought the two had a "good working relationship.·
But competition from Jackson
Avenue Coffee and even J itters

and Bliss may detract from some
of Java's potential profits.
Bliss will meet with Hudson
periodically to suggest ways to
improve Java business.
"I think we need to try to survey
customers, but it's hard to serve
customers who aren't there,·
Hudson said. "We're not in this to
make money but just to break
even."

One possible solution to the lack
of business could be Java's refusal
to accept Dining Dollars, which
was a conscious decision before It
opened.
~The number of Dining Dollars
would run (Java B&B) over,"
Hudson said in the Oct. 28 edition.
"The use of Dining Dollars would
make It unmanageable. It is a singular standing operation.·

Trying to pick a publication
to write for?
Minority Today is looking for anyone
interested in minority issues on campus
t o write for our next edition.
The Minority Today staff meets every
Sunday at 4 PM in Buzzard Hall, Room
1811 . Anyo ne interested may attend.
For more info. contact Avian at 581-2812
or avian_carrasquillo@yahoo.com
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Alcohol:

Mertz could get less than life
in prison sentence for crimes

Mertz's sister said their childhood was troubled
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 01

By early Mullady

Invasion and aggravated crimJnal sexual
assault of Eastern student Shannon
McNamara.
Hargan testified to a family history of
alcoholism that includes Mertz's father,
uncle, grandfather and possibly his mother. He identified Mertz as a type 2 alcoholic, the most severe form of alcoholism
that usually begins before the person
reaches age 20 to 25.
Hargan said this type of alcoholism is
characterized by an inability to abstain
from drinking, aggressive behavior, and is
usually inherited by men from their
fathers.
Referring to alcohol-induced blackouts,
Hargan said these are a state of mind
where a person is unable to make memories.
"It's similar to s leepwalking," he said.
"(It's like) alcohol-induced amnesia."
Hargan clarified this doesn't mean a
person was asleep, j ust that the area of the
brain responsible for making memories is
sedated.
He said in this state Mertz could have
been Involved in any activity and had no
recollection of it.
Hargan then outlined Mertz's history of
such blackouts and alcoholism, beginning
when Mertz began drinking, around the
age of 13.
He said Mertz had indicated to him that
he was able to tolerate a 12-pack of beer a
night by age 16.
A blood alcohol content of .15-.20 is sufficient to cause blackouts, Hargan said.
Many factors can lead to blackouts,
including absorption rates, mood and what
kind of alcohol is being consumed.
Mertz also experienced what Hargan
called morning shakes and morning dry
heaves, a sign that the body is becoming
physically addicted to alcohol, not j ust psychologically addicted.
He had more rarely thrown up blood, a
s ign that his drinking was beginning to
affect his stomach lining.
During cross examination prosecutor
Ed Parkinson asked Hargan how Mertz
could have told other Inmates about the
murder, to which Hargan had no answer.

However, he did reiterate that regardless
of the what the action was, if the brain was
unable to make memories, Mertz would
not remember what had happened.
"It doesn't matter what the motor task
was," he said.
Mertz's s ister Christina testified to the
rough childhood she and her s iblings had,
and to the kind of relationship she has with
her brother.
She said she would take the blame for
problems around the house so Mertz would
not
be
blamed.
"I tried to protect him as much as possible, • Christina Mertz said.
She cried as she recalled how her brother told her he felt when she left home for
the Air Force right after high school.
"He told me that he thought I'd abandoned him, • she said.
She said she tried to get him to enter a
counseling program for his problems with
alcohol, although he refused.
She said their father passed along
advice like "you can trust no one - not
even your family.• She said such feelings
have caused problems for her throughout
her life.
"We're the epitome of dysfunctional,•
she said.
Christina Mertz also testified that she
had been sexually abused by her older
step-sister, something Mertz also testified
to on Monday.
She said she does not drink, and that
Mertz was able to abstain from drinking
when he visited her and her children In
Mississippi.
Her children have always had a good
relationship with her brother, she said.
Daniel Caballini, an expert witness who
owns a computer evidence and recovery
company In Indianapolis, said he did not
find any images or references relating to
McNamara when he examined Mertz's
computer. He did say, during cross examination, that he had found images of racism,
Nazi flags and symbols and white pride.
Rosella Ray, Mertz's confirmation class
faith partner at Rossville Methodist
Church, testified Mertz was a good child
and was respectful and loving to people he

Feb 24th to 27th

9 am to 6 pm
Union Walkway

cared about.
Both Summer Summers (formerly
Jacobsen) and Lisa Hislop, who dated
Mertz at different times while he was stationed with the Marines In California, testified Mertz had been a loving and respectful boyfriend, who spoke about his desire
to go to college and become a history
teacher.
"Anthony was an extremely Interesting,
hard working, organized, supportive, caring person,· Summers said.
She said she never witnessed him being
violent while drinking.
Hislop said she also had never seen him
violent, and that Mertz had gone Into rehab
for his alcohol abuse while they were dating.
John "Brad" Adams, a friend of Mertz's
from the Marines, testified that Mertz
could get violent at times, getting into
fights at bars, on base and once with an
officer. "He seemed to be in a craze, •
Adams said.
He said he had introduced Mertz to the
drug methamphetamine but had been
reluctant to do so, as it can make a person
violent.
He also testified that Mertz had had a
fight with his girlfriend during a stay at
Adams' home In New Orleans.
He said he drove Mertz to his sister
Christina's house In Mississippi the following day.
He said he still would love to have
Mertz, or as his fellow Marines called him
by his middle name, Blaine, on his squad in
a war.
"You could trust Blaine (Mertz) - you
knew he had your back, you knew he could
carry his own, • Adams said.
Private investigators for the defense
Michael Dennis and Jack Smith also testified Monday. Smith testified to a few books
found In Mertz's apartment and the
defense stipulated that Mertz did not have
a CD by the band "Cereal Killers" in his
apartment.
Dennis testified to the contents of a letter from Mertz's birth mother that said
she had not had contact with her son for
many years.

CITY EDITOR

Anthony B. Mertz's crimes are worthy of
either the death penalty or life imprisonment,
but a jury could decide on a lesser punishment, said a spokesperson for the Illinois
Appellate Defense Department.
As witnesses testify, jurors listen with the
knowledge they will soon be determining
Mertz's punishment.
Thd Gottfried, spokesperson for the Illinois
Appellate Defense Department, said the jury
could decide on a lesser punishment if they
see fit.
"A life sentence is not mandatory; the
accused could get a different sentence,"
Gottfried said. "It will be a long sentence, but
he could get a lesser sentence.•
Factors could also lead to the assignment of
a longer sentence. If, during sentencing, evidence is presented showing the accused has
committed other crimes, he or she can be
charged and retried.

PANTHER:

Bus driver knows how to treat
his passengers
CONT INUED FROM PAGE 01

thing I remember them asking me was if it
was OK for them to sing.
"It didn't bother me any; I j ust turned off the
radio and let them sing," Thnner said. "Lots of
times they sang in their own language, and I didn't understand a word at all, but they were prettygood."
Thnner has worked on three different shifts
while at Eastern.
"When I was driving nights on Friday and
Saturday, I remember having students request
we drive around looking for parties," he said.
"I'd drop them off, make the rounds and then
come back and they would say they wanted to go
find another one."
Thnner may not dress like a king - his
wardrobe consists of denim overalls, a green
work j acket and work boots - but he knows how
to treat his subjects.

Call581·2812 for appointment
$5 for Seniors

$4 for Underclassmen
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

callforsitters.com-Your community network connecting parents to
babysitters and babysitters to
jobs. Register today! (www.callforsitters.com)
-----,------2/25
Full or part time receptionist position available. Must be energetic.
enthusiastic, great with people
and have excellent organization
skills. No experience needed.
Apply in pers on. Gandolfi
Chiropractic Cent er. No phone
calls please.
---,-------2/25
Pro Shop Assistant. must be 21
years old. 20-40 hours a week.
April thru summer. Fill out application at Charleston Country Club
345-9711 or 345-6603

Bartender trainees needed. $250
a day potential. Local positions.
1-800-293-3985 ext.539
4/ 18
CA::-:L--:-L---:-:N:::O-:-:W-::-!!::! --:C::-::0::-::N::-:S::-::0::-:L--:ciD=-=A·TED

FALL 2003 3 BR 2 BATH HOUSE
823 4TH STREET. FIREPLACE.
FREE WI D. CIA. COMPUTER
ROOM . GREAT CONDITION.
$900/ MO. 345-6210 OR 5491628

2&3 BR houses 1 block to
Lantz/O'Brien. Washer/dryer. A/C.
345.4489. Wood Rentals. Jim
Wood, Realtor
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.2/ 28

3 BR house with 2 baths. a/ c, &
w /d . Available Fall 2003. Call
232.8936
2/ 28
BR:-IT:::T::-:A-N-Y-=-RI-:::0-:G-::E---::T:-:-OWN-

4BR houses. 9th. 10th. Garfield.
CLOSE to EIU. 345.4489, Wood
Rentals. Jim Wood. Realtor

HOUSE: For 4-5 persons. unbeatable floor plan. 4 BR. deck. central air. w/ d, dishwasher. garbage
disposal. 2 1/2 baths. Trash and
paved parking included, near
campus. local responsive landlord. From $188 -$225/ person.
Available in May. lease length
negotiable. 217-246-3083
-----------.,..,-,-2/ 28
Village rentals. Well maintained.
24 hr security. Management that
cares. All houses and apartments
furnished. Close to campus.
Available 2-3 BR houses. 3-3 BR
apartment s. 5-2 duplexes &
apartments. Call 345 -2516 for
appointment.
---=----.,-,--,,--~2/28
3 bedroom house. WID. 10 month
lease. 1521 11th Street. $250
each for three. 549-7242
2/ 28
0 R::-C::-H.,-A-=R-=D--=P-A=-R...,-K-A_,P,...,ART-

3 BR 2 bath. house for rent
starting Fall '03. 2 blocks from
campus . Ca ll 348-8286 after
6:30pm
-:--:--------3/2
4 bedroom near campus. washer/dryer. off street parking . Call
348-0712
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _3/ 4
Fall Rental: 1800 Twelfth St. 4
Bedroom. 2 bath. new construction. Call 217-868-5610.

MARKET RESPONSE in partnership with WESTAFF is looking for
people just like you to be a part of
our team!!! $7/ HR WITH GRADUATED PAY INCREASES Work
around YOUR schedule with our
new flexible hours: 5p-9p; 12p-4p
or 12:30p-9p Business casual
atmosphere Bonus potential
Advancement opportunity Call
today to schedule your personal
interview: 345-1303
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _00

FOR RENT

3121

G R::-A--:D:-U.,-,A-=T-=E--A--:S:-:S:-IS::-::1:-A-N=TsHIP
AVAILABLE: The Eastern Illinois
University
Health
Education
resourc e Center is currently
accepting applications for the
Substance Education Coordinator
Graduate Assistantchip Position.
The 12 month contracts call for the
selected individual to work 19.5
hours per week preferably beginning May 16, 2003. Selected applicants must be admitted to the EIU
Graduate School. meet all
Graduate School requirements for
Graduate Assistantships. and be
enrolled and take classes during
the summer term. The following
items are required for application:
EIU
Graduate
Assistantship
Application (available from EIU
Grad
School
Web
page).
Statement of Professional and
Personal Goals. copy of official
academic transcripts. resume/vita.
and minimum two letters of reference. PREFERENCE WILL BE
GIVEN TO APPLICANTS WHO
SUBMIT ALL ITEMS BEFORE
MARCH 15. 2003 to: Eric S.
Davidson. EIU Health Services.
600 Lincoln Avenue. Charleston.
Illinois 61920. However. applications will be accepted until the
position is filled. For position
description or additional information. contact Eric Davidson by email (csesd@eiu.edu) or by phone
(217-581-3912)
----::---:-----:::----3/7
Great Summer Job: Top pay. lifeguards. all Chicago suburbs. No
experience/ will train and certify.
Call Nora or Rob 800-244-0603 or
email at work @ spmspools.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _3/7

4-5 bedroom house. 1 or 2 person efficiencies. 2 blocks from
campus. Call 728-8709
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.2 /25
4-5 bedroom house. 1 or 2 person efficiencies. 2 blocks from
campus. Call 728-8709.
--:--:_ _ _ _ _ _ _.2 /25
4 BR house. basement. near
campus. WI D. 10 or 121ease. Fall
'03 call 246-3059

2126

FO:-::R:--:R::-::E'""
NT
=:-=G:::IR::-:-LS-=-=o"'N::-:LY-::-!7
2:-bedroom~
·
apartments across from Buzzard.
Starting June 1st. Cal 345-2652

2126

FA_L_
L...,.2.,...00:-:3-2=-B=-R,...,..,A.,.PT=-s=--=-o:-N...,W.EST
GRANT. NEWLY REMODELED.
NEW APPLIANCES. FREE WI D
VERY NICE. $325/ BR 345-6210
OR 549-1628
-...,..,.-:-:--,:-=-::--:-:--=-...,--...,.·2 /27
FALL 2003 3 BR. 1 BATH HOUSE
827 4TH STREET. FREE WI D BIG
BDRMS. VERY CLEAN $900/MO.
345-6210 OR 549-1628
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.2127

4 -=B::-R--:A:-::
P=Ts=--=o:-:-N:-w=-=-=Es=T=-=G-=RANT.
NEWLY REMODELED. NEW
APPLIANCES. FREE WI D. VERY
NICE. $325/ BR. 345.6210 OR
549.1628

2127

For--:le-a-se---=
Fa-..,11--:2::-::00-::-::-3.-4:--=B=R -:house
with WI D. walk to campus. Lawn
care
&
trash
inc luded.
$820/ month Call 815-575-0285
:-:-:,.-::--=c:---::-:-.,-,--::-:-:---...,.-2/27
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. 2 BR
HOUSE-$250/ EA. 3 BR HOUSE$220/ EA. EXCELLENT CONDITION. 348.5032
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _2/28
1/2 BLOCK FROM CAMPUS: 4
BR
APT.
NEW
KITCHEN .
$225/ EA. 3 BR APT. $215/ EA.
345.6967
2/28
N 1-=c=-E-::
5-::B:-::R--:H:-:-o=-u'""s=-=E=.--=2-::B:--:A:-::S:-:
. WI D.

CIA. NEAR CAMPUS. TRASH .
MOWING INCLUDED. $245/ EA.
345.6967
=-=-------,...,..,----,...,.-2128
6 BR house. $200/ ea. 961 4th st.
348.1232 or 345.7993
,...-.,--------2/28
1.2.3
bedroom
apartments.
Oldetowne Management. Close
to campus. 345-6533
----,,.------,-=:-----:---2/28
Lincolnwood Pinetree Apartments
has 2 bedroom apartments on
10th St. Very close to Buuard,
call 345-6000.

=-=-----=------o'2/ 28
2 BR apts near Buuard. $460/ 12
months. water incl. Low utilities.
AIC. coin laundry. ample parking.
345-4489. Wood Rentals. Jim
Wood, Realtor.

~-=----=-------=--·2/28

2BR apt. 1/2 block to Rec Ctr.
cable incl. central ale. some balconies. $230/ person. 345-4489.
Wood Rentals. Jim Wood. Realtor.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.2/ 28
ORCHARD PARK APARTMENTS:
3 BR. large reasonable. Check it
out. www.eiuapts.com 345-2416.
~-=--------,...,.-·2/28
2BR money saver @ $190/person.
Cable & water incl. Don't miss it.
345-4489. Wood Rentals. Jim
Wood, Realtor.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.2/ 28
1 person looki1g for a roomy apt? Try
this 2 BR priced for one @ $350/mo.
Cable TV and water incl. 345-4489.
INood Rentals. Jim Wood, Realtor.
2/ 28
BR::-:ITT
= AN-:-::-:Y--:=-RI=D-=G-=E-:T
=cO::-:W-:-:N::-:-H:-:-::OUS-

Apartments for 1 or 2 residents

1tt111

Houses for groups of 3 & 4

v

Townhouses, 3 & 4 BR for 2 to 5 people

ES. NEW CARPET. VINYL.
DSL!phone/ cable outlets. Best
floor plan. best prices! 345-4489.
Wood Rentals. Jim Wood. Realtor.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.2/ 28

Payment: Check No.

Dates torun:
Ad to read:

ACROSS

14Mascara site
15Ai n 't correct?
16What the
fourth l ittle
p iggy got
17Take the bait
18Construction
playthings
20Like M ic k ey
Mouse
22Coup _
23Metric measure
24
Solo of
""Star Wars"
25Like some
suits
31Houstonbased org.
35Biki ni, e.g.

Edited by Will Shortz

36Way off

57Part of L.E.D.

37 Piay starter

62 Crow's-nest
instr uments

38Wa r med the
bench
39Author connected to
th is p uzzle's
theme
42Sushi offering
43Verbal
assault
45Emporium
event
46Michaels of
" Saturday
Night Live "
48Literary
lioness
49Shire lles hit
of 1962
51 Pathet

No. 0114

65Lionel train
layout,
maybe
66"Nan a " star
Anna
67 Fak e jewelry
68Declare
" good" or
" excellent, "
say
69Drops off
70Grace word
71 S n ick a n d

DOWN
1 A iabama
countY. seat
namea for a
EuroP.ean
islana

53First U .S.
color TV
maker

2 Wet f orecast

54 Taxpayer's
d read

3 1talia n wine
town
4 Teen 's hangout, perhaps

6 Canal of
song
7 Do banker's
work
8 Public ity
9 When DUon
gets hot

The News resetves the r~ht to edt or refuse ads considered ibelous (J 11 bad taste.

.:-r I-·J4

345-6000

THE COUN SELING CENTE R: Life skills workshop to be held on
Wednesday February 26th at 7:30 pm in the Effingham room of the
MLK Union. " Black and White and Shades in Between" presented by
Dr. Bud Edwards. Counseling Center. This workshop looks at race in
the 21st century and will examine the impact of the changing racial
demographic.

5 0ne who's
up

DEADLINE2p.nt PREVIOUS DAY - NOEXCEPTIONS

. .3~ Across from Carmen Hall ~
CAMPUS CLIPS

ANSWER TO TODAY' S PUZZLE

30 cents per word frst day ad roos. 10 cents per word each consecutive day
thereaftEJ. 25 cents per word first day for students wilh valid ID, and 10 cents per word
each consecutive day afterward. 15W(Jdminimum.

Studio , 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom
A partments

~ T--f'~

Crossword

5 Contradict

Compos~or: __
Person accepting ad:
No. words I days: _ _ Amount due: $

-=-=---=,..,....,.=--=--:-:-:-:--::----:--~3/6

FOR LEASE: Fall 2003 - 2. 3&4
bedroom houses. Great locations. c lose to campus. 24/7
maint. Great prices. Call now!
346-358 3
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _3/7

itl}e New !!Jork i!ime$

10" You can say
that aga in !"

Expiration code (office use only):

- - - - - , - - - - - - - 3/6
Looking for students to rent 3
bedroom house for fall semester. 1814 12th street. Central
air. $765/ month. Call 847- 3957640

SHRM: Benefits Speaker on Thursday February 25th at 6pm in
Lumpkin Hall room 1041. Judy Baker. HR manager for EIU will be
speaking to job seeking students about benefits and what they should
look for in an employer.

1 Part of
Q .E.D.

Under classifiCation of:

1025 4th street. 5 BR. furnished
$1500/ month Deposit required.
WI D included 618-580-5843

Ljncolnwood PjnA111'1•1DID
Apartments

~

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489- Fax 345-4472

Student: D Yes D No

----:-----=------3/4

Large 2 bedroom 7th street apartment across from Union. Fully furnished. $250/ month. Call 5813956
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _3/ 5

• L o t s o f s p ace
• Swimming p oo l
• V o ll e yba ll co urt

.Jim -.•.rood. Heultor

Classified ad form

MENTS: 3 BEDROOM LARG E
REASONABLE. CHECK IT OUT.
WWW.EIUAPTS .COM
3452416.
-------~2/28

-=-=-------:-.,-,...,.-2128
4 BR house. A/C. WI D. stov e.
fridge. dishwasher. Fall 2003. 1&2
BR apts. No pets. 345.4602
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _2/28

1tt1J1

The Daily Eastern News
Name:
Address:
Phone:
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10P re-cable
need

-=+-~~ 11 Like some
points

~~=-- 12~ ew
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41 0pt

25 Cafe holder
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26Whatsoever
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33Pool person
581969 miracle
team

A
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60HOOJ?.Ster
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eye parts

28Port near
H ong Kong

52Part of A
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&
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club

55 Until
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maybe

64M ineo of film
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Ratify:

Mertz:

CONTIN UED FROM PAGE 01

CO NTINUED FROM PA GE 01

for the contract. He said a majority of
the ballots were received last Thesday, but
faculty submitted them up until the deadline Monday night.
Eastern's contract primarily includes
provisions for Unit B or non-tenured faculty; intellectual property tights; compensation, including supplemental; more merit
pay; distance education; workload; faculty
evaluation methods; sabbatical issues and
benefits.
Whtle the issue of compensation is fair,
some university resources could be better
allocated, Delman said.
Faculty will not receive a raise for this
fiscal year. However, in the second, third
and fourth years of the contract, 2, 2.5 and
3 percent increases will be offered. The
amounts are in addition to state appropriations.
"In view of the unfortunate economic
conditions surrounding the s tate of a
Illinois' budget, the administration ... provided a very generous package to the faculty and support professionals represented

by the UPI," said Bob Wayland, director of
employee and labor relations, in a university press release.
The contract is especially beneficial in
the areas of workload for tenure and
tenure-track faculty, Delman said.
"I'm glad we made some major workload
improvements ... this will ensure (faculty)
some time to work on research for their
jobs," he said.
Workload for full-time faculty will
remain at 18 to 24 credit units per academic year.
Unit B faculty and part-time faculty with
18 or more credit units but with slx or
fewer for one semester can still maintain
part-time status for that semester.
Probational faculty, those who have not
reached tenure, cannot teach more than 21
credit units each academic year, according
to the contract.
"T he agreement also provides many
other economic and non-economic
improvements during the term of the contract," he said.

have no sexual desire to women, you're still
in the 'ick' stage," he said. "I've blocked most of
it out, quite frankly."
Mertz became choked up as he explained
what he could remember of the abuse.
"It happened several times that summer," he
said.
The encounters stopped after his father
interrupted one time. Mertz was not sure his
father knew what was going on, but his stepsister stopped the abuse.
In his father's house, he shared a bedroom
with his stepbrother and lived with his sisters
and one stepsister. He said it was easy to see
who his stepmother preferred.
"It was obvious the re was a different way me
and my sisters were treated," he said.
He said he often was blamed for things his stepbrother did, and was beaten for the infractions
many times. He also said his oldest sister,
Christina, would try to shift blame from him
onto herself to protect him.
"She basically was my mother while I lived
there," Mertz said.
His father did not do most of the discipline

himself, but Mertz did remember one time
when he was reprimanded, even though he was
unsure of what he had done wrong.
He also said he remembered seeing his
father punch his stepmother in the nose on one
occasion.
Mertz recalled drinking alcohol on a regular
basis, beginning as early as the seventh grade.
He also said he smoked marij uana before
school and during lunch through the eighth
grade.
He began experiencing blackouts from
drinking in the eighth grade, beginning the
night of his eighth-grade graduation. Friends
told him the next day that he had been crying,
saying no one loved him, and that he had nearly
been hit by a semi-trailer truck.
"I basically walked out and laid down in the
road," he said.
His only goal after graduation was to leave
his father's house, he said. He s igned up to j oin
the Marines as soon as he graduated one year
before his graduation.
Boot camp lasted 12 weeks, and was a "quasibrain washing," he said.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

ROOMMATE S

ANNOUN CEMENT S

EARN $1000 FOR YOUR GROUP.
FOR LEASE: Fall 2003- 2&4 bedroom houses. DSL wiring. central
air. ceiling fans. cable/ phone
jacks. 24/7 maint. 10 or 11 1/ 2
month lease. WI D. newer appliances. Call 346-3583

Very cute 1 BR apt. Water & trash
paid. Available Now! $375 per
month. 345.5088

ALL GALS: Very clean. 2 BR furnished apt. Water. trash. laundry
room. all included for $260/mo.
on the corner. 1111 2nd st. Right
next to park. Day: 235-3373.
Evening: 348-5427

Tired of roommates? Single
apt on the square $325 inc.
ut ilities. 345 - 2 171 9 - 11 am
days.
00
AV""A""IL:-:A-=B::-L-=
E----:1-:-:
M::M:::E:::
D-:-:
IA:-::
T=ELY.

~--~~~~~·00

REDUCED RATES FOR SECOND
SEMESTER (J an-June 2003) 3 &
4 BR APTS. LOCATED CLOSE TO
CAMPUS ON 9TH STREET. NO
PETS 348-8305
___________________00

3 roommates needed for 4BR
house at 1919 9th St. by Buuard.
10 or 12 month lease. $240/ mo.
Fall-Spring. Call 348-3364 or cell
276-3476
2/ 21
Ro_o_m_m_a-te-s--=fo-r--=3=B=
R -f7u-rn...,.ished

70% of EIU students drink one
day a w eek or less. or not at all
(n=471 representative EIU students)
2/ 27
GI-::-R-L-:-S-:-C-::-O-,UT::--::-C-:-0-::-0-,-KI..,.ES.,..--IN-·THE
FEB.
24TH-27TH
DORMS!
EVENINGS

7 7

7

317

G:::R:-::
E""AT
: :-:L0 CA""T""
IO::-:N""S::-:-:N""IN=T::-:H/ LINCOLN 1&2 BR APTS SUITABLE
FOR
1 OR 2 PERSONS
________
.,...-_348-0209.
_ _317
Campbell Apts. Wireless Internet.
Cable T.V.. Heat. Water. Trash
incl .. EXC 1.2&3 BR Apts. 3453754
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _317
Fall 2003. close to campus. 2
blocks to Union & Old Main. 1/ 2
block to SRC. 5 BR house. WI D.
CA with heat pump. Low utilities.
Plenty of parking. Nice yard .
$240/ person . 348-0614
---,----------..,.--317
Bedrooms for rent. Sha red
kitchen . West of square. Utilities
paid. WI D. Ph 345.9665

3/ 17

Fa"'
l 200=-=-3-=-2=B=R:-house--.....,,-=-o-or-=1-=-2-month
lease. 348.76981eave message

3121

Fa-::11 -=2=-=oo-=-=-3""3:--=-B=R""'h_o_u-se-.- c..,.lo-se to
campus. 10 or 12 month lease.
348.7698 leave message

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _3121

9 12
Division . 3
bed room.
$570/ month. trash included. plus
$570 deposit. Call 932-2910 .
-------------__,.3128
2 bedroom partially furnished
apartment on square. Available
now or Fall. $360/ month total. 10
or 12 month lease. 345-4336
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _4/ 18
7 or 8 people to share house. 2
baths. 2 kitchens. Laundry facilities. 11 month lease. No pets.
348-8305.

--=-~~-.,...----~~00

Large 4 bedroom. Laundry facilities. 11 month lease. No pets.
348-8305
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _00
Large 3 bedroom apartment. 3 or
4 people. Laundry facilities. 11
month. No pets. 348-8305

----------------00

Spacious 3 bedroom house. 1403
9th street. Plenty of room to spread
out. $250 per student per month.
plus utilities. No pets. No laundry.
Call 348-14 74 for showing.

---------=-----~00
·

3 bedroom 2nd floor of 2 flat.
1409 9th street. Everything is
new. Must see. $235 per month
per student. plus utilities. No
pets. no laundry. Call 348-1474
for showing.

00

5-76-,-be-d.,..roo-m---:h-o_
u_se-.--=, 4:-:0:-::9-:9th
street. House has 6 bedrooms.
but I will consider only 5 students.
Completely
remodeled.
Hardwood floors. ceiling fans.
Must see. $235 per month per
student.. plus utilities. No pets. No
laundry. call 348-1474 for showing

-::-=-:----=-~-:---=-~00

4 BR house. 2 blocks off square.

SI D. fenced in backyard. $200
each.
Daytime:
Evening: 348.5427

235.3373.

~~---------00

SPACIOUS. 1 bdrm apt across
from EIU At 1542 4th St. All elec.
cent. Air. Good closet Space. Trash
& parking included. Ideal for mature
student or couple. Availabilities for
June & August. 345-7286.

--------~00

------....,-~--,~~~00

Renting now for Fall of 2003. 4 BR
houses. Within w alking distance
of Eastern. Call 345.2467

---:--~~~~7'7___00
Leasing Fall 2003. 4 BR house. 3
blocks from Old Main. 2 baths.
WI D. large closets. low utilities.
Must see to appreciate. 234-877 4
or 246-4748.

~-:---:--::::--::-=~-:-700

Girls. Lovely 3 BR f urnished
house. for 3-4 . Located on 3rd
Street. 10 month lease. 345-5048

--~~----~----~00

4 or 5 BR house. 2 baths. A!C &

WI D. 1020 1st st. Dan 345.3273

~~----------~---00

2 BR apt completely furnished
newly remodeled. no pets. trash &
w ater furnished. $235 per student. 235-0405.

~....,-----~~~--=~00

Tired of apartment living? Riey Creek
Properties has clean 3 BR homes &
townhouses available beginning
June 1st. AI partially or fully furnished
& dose to campus.restaurants/shopping. PETS CONSIDERED. Call
512.9341 days or 345.6370
evenngs. Leave Message.

00

NICE. NEWLY REMODELED 3 BR
APTS. RENT AS LOW AS
$280/ PERSON.
FURNISHED.
UTILITIES.
SUPER
LOW
DSU ETHERNET 03/04 SCHOOL
YEAR. 345-5022
_ _ _ _ _ _ _,oo
BELL RED DOOR APTS. 1.2&3
BR. OFF STREET PARKING.
OFFICE 345-1266 OR 346-3161 .

_______________.oo

Exceptionally economical! 1 BR
apt w /loft. Furnished for 1 or 2
persons. $370 for 1, $425 for 2.
112 of duplex. 1 Bl N of O'Brien
Field . Call Jan 345.8350

00
One BR apts for Aug 0 3-04.
PP&W PROPERTIES- 2 EXCELLENT LOCATIONS. ONE BLOCK
& 1 1/ 2 BLOCKS NORTH OF
OLD MAIN ON 6TH STREET. 1 or
2 person leases. Central heat &
AC. laundry facility. Trash service
& off street parking included.
Perfect for serious students or
couples. 348-8249

___________________oo
.

12::1-=-o--=D=iv,...
is,...io-n. 7H:-ous-e--=-fo-r-=-Rent.
Great location for EIU. 4 BR. 2
bath.
large
backyard.
$1100/ month total ($275 each)
Call 235.0939

Fall 2003: 2 & 3 BR furnished
apts. Utilities included. c lose to
camp us. no pets. Call 345 6885

00

-.,---,------.,.,.---~~00

N=EW..,.,..,L""IS::::T
::::I:-:N-::G: 7200-::-::-:3:--2::-:00:-::-::4. =Nice.
brick house. Excellent Location . 8
people. $250/ person . 345.0652.
leave message

-,..,.~~~~------~00

For 2003-2004: Well-kept one BR
apt.
Close
to
campus.
$350/ month. Leave a message.
Call 345.0652

00

ST
~IL
~L~S-M-=EL
-L--=
TH~E~N~E~W~C-=ON-

STRUCTION! 1 BR/1 BATH apt. @
117 W. Polk w / stove. refrig.
micro. dishwasher. w asher/ dryer.
Trash paid . $450/ single. $275
ea/2
adults.
348-77 46.
www.charlestonilapts.com
00
3 =B.,...LO::-C=:K-:-:S,-,F=:R::-::O:-:-M-:-=
EI::-:U-@
~200::7:'
1 S.
12th Street 2 BR apts. to meet
your needs. Furn.@ $435/ single.
$50012 adults. Unfurn.@$395/ single. $460/2 adults. Stove. refrig.
micro. laundry room. Trash paid.
348-77 46.
www.c harlestonilapts.com

2 nice houses. all appliances.

WI D. Available Spring & Fa11 2003.
Excellent locations. 345-7 530

___________________oo
.

SEITSINGER APARTMENTS 1611
9TH STREET. 1 BLOCK EAST OF
OLD MAIN. NOW LEASING FOR
SUMMER 2003 & FALL 03-04.
COMPLETELY
FURNISHED.
HEAT & GARBAGE FURNISHED.
9 MONTH INDIVIDUAL LEASE.
CALL 345-7136

___________________oo
.

N 0 N s EQuITuR

1,2,3&4 BR APTS FOR FALL.
SPRING 03-04.
11 MON TH
LEASES. NO PETS 348-8305

~----------~-----00

2 BR townhouse apt. f urnished.
t rash p ick -up inc luded. 2
blocks f rom c ampus . Call 3480 350
___________________00
2003-2004 school year. 1.2.3 and
6 bedroom houses. 1 block from
campus. 24/7 maint. lighted. offstreet parking. NO PETS. 3453148
___________________00
FALL 03' -2 BR FURN APT $235
ea. 10 mo. lease. NO PETS. 3455048

~--------~-------00

Affordable apt $350 inc l. gas.
w ater. and trash. Charleston
Square. Dave 345-2171 9-11am.

-=-=-,----------,--.,-~oo

3 BR house. no pets. 1 yr lease.
A/ C. furnished with garage.
$250/ per student 235-0405
___________________00
3 BR house for rent for Fall 2003.
Good location WI D & AC. trash.
offstreet parking. no pets. 3457286.
00
NI:C::-::E-A""P
=:T:::
S:--:::-S=:
TI""LL,........,A""VA""I::-LA-:-:B=:LE!
1,2,3 BR apts available for Fall
2003. Good location. reasonable
rates. trash. offstreet parking. no
pets. 345-7286.
.--..,.---~---,------~00
Nice house directly across from
Old Main on 7th. 3-4 students. fall
lease. 348-8406
___________________00

apartment s. $290 per person.
1509 S. 2nd . Call 346-3583
00

S UBLE SS OR $
XSUMMER SUBLESSOR NEEDED: 2 BR APT. AIC. TRASH.
PARKING. FURNISHED. SPACIOUS. ACROSS FROM REC.
CENTER. CALL 345-4677.
--------..,......,-317
Male sublessor needed for 6
months.
$200/ month.
Call
345.5412
00

PER S ONAL S
Congrat ulations
to
Kristen
D'Andrea of DE LTA ZETA on
becomning the new PI KAPPA
ALPHA sw eetheart. Your sisters
are happy for you!
----:-::---::--~2/24
The women of Delta Zeta would
like to thank BRIAN TOGAS of
Delta Chi on being a w onderful
sweetheart.
--------~2/24

ANNOUNCEMENT S

:-=::-:--::-:::--:-::--::-::-:-=-::--'2/ 27
MARDI GRAS BEADS. wigs.
masks. hats & more! GRAND
BALL COSTUMES. 609 6th St.
Charleston. 12-6 Tues-Fri. 10-2
Sat.
-:-:--:::-----:::--::-:---'2/ 28
Birthday Gags. Bachelorette gifts.
Adult novelties. Mardi Gras and
Luau stuff NOW IN AT GRAND
BALL COSTUMES! Tues-Fri 12-6.
Sat 10-2
--....,...,..----,,--::---'2/ 28
Stop smoking now! Contact the
Health
Education
Resource
Center at 581-7786 to find out
more about our crash course to
quit smoking!
2/ 28
# l ""S::-:P::-::R""IN:-:-G=-::B:-::R-::
E-:-A:-:-K""V:-:-A-::-CA-::T=::IONS!
Cancun. J amaica. Bahamas &
Florida! Best Part ies. Best
Hotels. Best Prices! Gro up
Discounts. Group organizers
travel free! Space is Limited!!!
Hurry
up &
Book Now!
1.800.234. 7007 www.endlesssummertours .com
- - . . . , - - - - - - -·2/ 28
Bartender trainees needed. $250
a day potential. Local positions.
1-800-293-3985 ext. 627
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _·4/ 18

Looking for w ays to quit smoking
or to stay fit? Then come to the
Health Fair March 5th from l Oam
to 4pm in the Student Rec Center
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _2/ 25
What happens when you mix
ecstasy and alcohol? Find this•
and other useful information at
MyStudentBody.com . Type in eiu
as your school code!
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _2/ 25

BY WILEY MILLER

L~l'l~'{ ~If::. !:>--.
~~'N ~T~t-\~RD

\~ ~NON'fM IT{ ..

00

RI:G::"'H:::
T--::B-:-:Y--:0:-:L-::D--:-M""A""IN""!--....,-820
Lincoln. New 3 BR spacious apt.
wl stove. refrig. micro. dishw asher. counter bar. cathedral ceiling.
indiv. sink/ vanity in each BR.
Water/trash paid. $300 each per
mo. 348-7746 www.charlestonilapts.com
00
C~
Lo=-=s=E~
T~o--=s""H-=o-=p=
p i-:-:N-=G~
! ~l-=305

18th Street. 2 BR apts w /stove.
refrig. micro. laundry. Will meet
your needs. $395/single. $460/ 2
adults. Trash included. 348-77 46
www.charlestonilapts.com

B0 0 ND0

cKs

BY AARON MCGRUDER

WE NEro A THEME FOR THIS
YEAR'S "MOST EMBARRASSING
fM(I( PEOA.E~ AWARDS SflOW

00

GE
"'T::-::
T:-:H-=E-B""E,.,S""T,.....,..B""EF=-=O,..,R,..,Ec-=
TH E
REST. 2.3&4 BR UNITS AVAILABLE. CLOSE TO EIU. IF YOU
WANT A NICE. NEW. AND CLEAN
APARTMENT
FOR
NEXT
SCHOOL YEAR CALL 348-1067
_________________00

2125
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MEN ' S BASKETBALL

OVC stars gain All-District recognition
By Aaron Seidlitz
STAFF WRITER

Senior shooting guard and team
leader Henry Domercant is already
going to have to make room on his
mantel for post season awards he is
receiving. The NCAA Division I
All-District teams were selected
last week, and Domercant was
named to the District 11 team.
Domercant returned for his senior year after having a banner season last year and an opportunity to
enter the NBA draft. This year
Domercant has not disappointed
upon his return, by scoring nearly
27 points per game.
He has also been extremely valuable to the team as a leader who not
only Jed by example but has
become more vocal with his teammates during his final year at
Eastern.
After a slow start, the Panthers
were only 7-12 overall and had only
won two of their seven conference
matches.
After that, a welcome extended
stay at home and the emergence of
Domercant as a superior player
within the Ohio Valley Conference
started to boost the Panthers back
Into contention. As the team flourished, Domercant seemed to be
doing whatever the team needed to
pick up much-needed victories.
"We were obviously excited to

have him back, • head coach Rick
Samuels said. "He has always been
a leader by example, but now he
has become more of a vocal leader
for the younger players. And his
great play this year is a tribute to
his patience as a player because he
is always the main target for the
opponent."
Domercant overcame the attention that the other teams within the
OVC have placed upon him this
year and seems to be a better player for it.
The trouble for Domercant to
receive national attention is the
fact that he plays In a small conference. Coaches who name the AllDistrict, and after that the AllAmerican teams, do not look at
players who have only one good
year In small conferences.
This made it twice as difficult for
Domercant to gain the attention he
deserved.
"This award is not j ust a tribute
for what he has done this year, but
what he has been able to accomplish over his entire career,•
Samuels said. "A player who gets
this kind of attention in the OVC
has to perform well for multiple
years because the conference is
smaller."
Proving this point, the rest of the
District 11 team that Domercant
was named to was filled by four
players out of major conferences In

Romo:

District 11 Players
PLAYER

TEAM

Brian Cook

Illinois

Kirk Penney

Wisconsin

LaVell Blanchard

Michigan

Henry Domercant

Eastern
Marquette

Dwayne Wade

the nation.

Three other players were from
the Big Ten, including Illinois for-

ward Brian Cook, Michigan forward LaVell Blanchard and
Wisconsin guard Kirk Penny. The
last player on the team is Player of
the Year candidate Dwayne Wade
out of Marquette.
"These guys are all great players, and it is pretty amazing to see
Henry included In that group, • said
Samuels.
Domercant wasn't the only player to make the All-District teams
out of the OVC. He was j oined by
Morehead State j unior guard Ricky
Minard. Both players have put
together good years In the past and
have been the two best players In
the OVC this season.
"He is an outstanding player,•
Samuels said of Minard. "But it is
very special to have two players of
this caliber In this conference.
They are similar players in size and
both play the shooting guard. They
are fun to watch. •

talk to me, but it didn't even seem like I
was up there for that long, • Romo said.
Throughout the afternoon, Romo
Interviewed with quarterback coaches
and offensive coordinators from the
Green Bay Packers, Miami Dolphins,
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, San Diego
Chargers, Buffalo Bills and Chicago
Bears.
"I have no idea who might take me,
but the teams that I interviewed with are
the ones who really like me,• Romo said.
Predictions on which round Romo will
be selected have ranged from the third
to the seventh round In next April's NFL

Senior QB believes his
combine workouts will
keep his NFL stock up
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Romo ended the day by answering
question from the media for a day-long
record of nearly 38 minutes until Simms
stayed at the podium for 45 minutes
afterRomo.
"It was cool that the media wanted to

COLIN MCAULIFFE/PHOTO EDITOR

Senior guard Henry Domercant ranks among the best players in the district with the likes of Illinois' Brian Cook and Marquette's Dwayne Wade.

Draft. However, Romo and his
International Management Group team
are confident in his status.
"It changes everyday, but I think I
really solidified myself this weekend, •
Romo said. "People think agents know
everything before the draft, but the NFL
is so secretive with everything. •
Romo went Into the RCA Dome with
high exceptions and was not nervous
about the weekend workouts.
"The prediction was even if I didn't
perform well, it was because I was a
small-town guy, but I went there with
something to prove, • Romo said.

Williams:
CONT IN UED FROM PAG E 12

sistent performance day In and day out and
will not hurt his team with stupid mistakes.
One last thing I would like to do is congratulate a team that may not get the most coverage
of the Eastern athletic programs, but is deserving after this past weekend.
The women's swim team deserves a little
recognition for placing first at the Midwest
Classic Championship for the first time in
more than 10 years. This is a young team that
will be around their fair share of meets in the
future.
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1305 Lincoln Ave
217-345-6424
Open for Breakfast
Weekdays 5am- llam
Weekends 5am- 12pm

Chicken Lunch

3 Piece Dinner

2 pieces of chicken

3 pieces of chicken

mas hed po tatoes & Gravy

mas hed po tatoes & Gravy

coles law

coles law

bisc uit

Every
Tuesday
11am- Bpm

2 bisc uits
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~ Movies wlrth Magic
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610 W. Lincoln Ave., Suite B
Next to Art Park West

no-taw"' Ch3rlo!Ron • 345-922.2_
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FINAL DESTINATION 2 (R) Daily 7:00
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JUNGLE BOOK 2 (G)
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CHICAGO (PG13)
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SHANGHAI KNIGHTS (PG13)
Daily 4:45, 7:20, 10:05
HOW TO LOSE A GUY IN 10 DAYS (PG13)
Daily 4 10, 7:1 o, 9:55
LIFE OF DAVID GALE (R)
Daily 5 00, 8 00
DARK BLUE (R)
DAILY 4:30, 7:30, 10:10
OLD SCHOOL (R)
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SWIMMING

Panthers end a successful swim season
• Eastern swimmers faced ups
and downs but ended on high
notes

of them came together and

By Michael Gilbert

fed off of each other. "

STAFF WRITER

The Eastern Illinois men's and women's
swim teams concluded their season last
Saturday at the Midwest Classic
Championships held in Indianapolis. The
women won the six-team event by nearly
200 points over second-place Western
Illinois. On the men's side, Eastern failed to
repeat as Midwest Classic Champions by
finishing a disappointing fourth in the
three-day event.
The championship by the women ended a
roller-coaster season for the Panthers, but
one in which head coach Ray Padovan was
obviously pleased with.
"The season was great," Padovan said.
"All of them came together and fed off of
each other."
The women got off to a fast start by edging the Louisville Cardinals 120-117 in the
season opener on Oct 18. In the meet, senior Alison Kenny established herself as a
leader by providing the Panthers with two
first-place finishes. Winning would be a
reoccurring theme for Kenny who had 15
individual first-place finishes on the year.
The next day the Panthers hit the pool
again and faced Xaiver at the Lantz
Natatorium. Eastern suffered their first
dual meet loss in nearly a year by dropping
a 132-105 decision.
A week later, the Panthers traveled to
Chicago for a non-conference showdown
against the University of Illinois-Chicago.
The tandem of Kenny and Jordan
Sherbrooke helped Eastern extinguish the
Flames 137-105.
After the meet, Padovan said it was
important for the Panthers to get back into
the win column and prepare for some
tough upcoming competition.
"It was real good to get a win,• Padovan
said. "We know the teams coming up
(Western Illinois, IUPU-I, Lincoln) will be
tough as nails. So we have to beat the teams
we are supposed to."
The Panthers responded to Padovan's
challenge and won their next three meets.
Eastern defeated Western Illinois and
IUPUI in dual meets and took home firstplace in the EIU Panther Invitation held in
early November.
The Panthers would not lose again until
late November when Saint Louis handed
them their second loss of the season 128114. The women used the loss as a wake-up

"This season was great. All

- Ray Padovan

and ran off three straight victories in a
row.
However, the winning streak was in jeopardy on Feb. 8, when the Panthers hosted
the Saint Louis Billikens in a much-anticipated rematch. Eastern was looking for
revenge but had one of their most unfulfilllog meets of the season. Only Kenny and
Sherbrooke could produce wins for
Eastern as the Billikens outswam the
Panthers 140-107.
Assistant coach Bill Yanney said the
Panthers had problems closing out some of
their races.
"We had some good swims, but we couldn't finish races," Yanney said. "Saint Louis
just performed better; they had some real
good swimmers. •
Yanney also stressed that fatigue was
becoming a factor, especially for young
swimmers Claire Garvey and Jenny Curry.
The freshmen duo was a surprise for the
Panthers for a majority of the season but
suffered a forgettable meet against Saint
Louis.
"They (Curry and Garvey) will definitely
benefit from the time off before the
Midwest Classic Championships," Yanney
said.
After the setback at home against the
Billikens, Yanney promised the Panthers
would come out aggressive and ready for
the Midwest Classic Championships.
True to their assistant coach's word, the
Panthers did what Yanney said they would.
Eastern led wire-to-wire and easily won the
meet. The Panthers won 11 of the 20 events
and were paced by Jordan Sherbrooke's
three wins on the day. For her efforts, the
junior from Avon, Ind., was named 'Female
Swimmer of the Meet.'
Sophomore Lindsae Blades had two
strong diving performances for the
Panthers. Blades finished in first place in
the 1-meter diving and second in the 3meter diving. Blades was the named the
'Female Diver of the Meet.'
The Panthers were not done receiving
personal accomplishments. Ray Padovan,
in his 24th year as women's coach, was
named the 'Women's Coach of the Meet.'
The Panthers finished the year 7-3 and
won their first Midwest Classic
Championship in over a decade.

FILE PHOTO

The men's team finished the season with a fourth-place finish at the Midwest Classic
Championship while the wom en took hom e first place.

The men came into the season as the
defending Midwest Classic Champions
after posting a 12-0 record in 2001-02 swimming year. In 2002-03 the men posted a
respectable 6-3-1 regular-season record,
but they ended the season on a down note
by finishing fourth behind IUPUI, Eastern
Michigan and the front running
Leathernecks of Western Illinois.
The men came up short in the Midwest
Classic Championship, but they had many
great performances during the season.
Incumbent senior Josh Kercheval led the
Panthers all year long. The Sullivan native
was the Panthers co-captain and won 21
races during the season. Kercheval had his
best meet of the year during the EIU
Panther Invitational when he won three
races including the 400-meter individual
medley.
After Kercheval's performance, he
received nothing but praise from his coach.
"For quite a while Josh has been our best
swimmer," Padovan said. "He usually outdistances the competition."
Kercheval will leave Charleston with his
name atop four records. He has the fastest
time in the 200 and 400 individual medley
and the 100 and 200-meter backstroke.

Don't be depressed

I

ARE BACK

I

Another swimmer who made waves during the year was sophomore lbm Watson.
The Bloomington native found his niche by
swimming in the long distance races. Often
paired with Kercheval and juniors Jim
Rhodes and Jim Anderson, Watson was
part of two relay winners and over a dozen
individual first-place finishes during the
course of the season.
The men could not overcome the lack of
divers throughout the season. Due to various circumstances, the men's team did not
have any divers during the year. At many
meets the Panthers found themselves
down by 30-plus points before the event
began. Padovan said it is a problem the
Panthers will deal with next year.
"It's something that we have to deal with
,and we (the coaching staff) will address
the situation next year."
Besides lacking divers, the men's relay
teams were disqualified twice at the
Midwest Classic Championship. The two
disqualifications cost the Panthers over 70points, and they could never move ahead of
third-place.
Padovan put it best when he said, "We
were happy somewhat with the performance and also disappointed somewhat."

Daily S p ec i als

I

345-SUBS
Monday
Dou ble Punch Day

$5 Friday
$5 Footlong

Tues, Wed, Thurs
Midweek Special

Sunday

3 - 6 inch combo meals
for $11.99
2 - 6 inch subs for the price of 1
with the purchase of a drink

Higthh~~ting all of

EllJ's spFtQg sports

Catering Special
3 ft sub for $35 (feeds 15 to 20)
6 ft sub for $65 (feeds 30 to 40)

New Items

Veggie & Marble Rye Bread
BBQ Beef - 6 inch $3.49 / Ft $5.99
Variety of Soups $ 1.89
Crunch-a-bowl Salads

Union Hair Salon

Tuesday - Friday
10:00am-2:00pm
(by appt. only) 6:00pm-1 O:OOpm
Every Saturday
10:00am-4:00pm
Tuesday-Saturday

Walk~lns Welcom
eD~rint Day TimeHounl
Fo r Appoint m ents Call 581 -71 48

Space i s LimiJtedJ
C a ll 581-28'1 6

STOP BY AND CHECK OUT SPECIAL
COUPONS AVAILABLE FOR RELAXES,
HAIRCUTS, AND SHAMPOO/STYLE
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OVERTIME

W basketball at Tenn. State
5:30 p.m.
7:10p.m.
M basketball at Tenn. State
Lantz
M1W track at OVC Championship
Baseball at Ala. -Birmingham
3 p.m.
W tennis at Saint Louis

FOOTBALL

l. w.uOm~ Romo impresses at Indy
I

ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR

Future for
wrestlers
andRomo
With so much emphasis on
what is happening with the
Ohio Valley Conference basketball standings, let's take a
timeout to look at a few other
things going on in Eastern
athletics.
The Panther wrestling team
has gone up against some of
the toughest wrestling programs in the nation for several reasons. One of the most
important reasons is to prepare for the NCAA West
Regionals held at Lantz Arena
March8.
Last year, Eastern placed
two wrestlers, senior Frank
DeFilippis and junior Pat
Dowty, in the national tournament Can the Panthers place
someone in the tournament
again?
I see no reason why they
can't. DeFilippis has battled
injury all season long but
could be back on track after
beating a ranked opponent
Saturday at Purdue. It also
looks like he could have the
easiest weight class among
the top Panther wrestlers.
The Panthers' lone ranked
grappler,junior 165-pound
Matt Veach, will not get a
break from the usual competition he faces. The 165-pound
weight class features some of
the top wrestlers in the nation
with four of the five being
ranked.
He will be up against two
wrestlers he has already lost
to this season in Northern
Iowa's Drew Kelly and
Wyoming's Levi Provost.
Fresno State's Eddie Gifford
is also a contender by being
tied for 12th in the nation. It
will be a great accomplishment for Veach if he can qualify.
It is still uncertain if Dowty
will be able to recover from a
frustrating season filled with
injuries. If he can get back to
last year's form, count him in
for a repeat trip to nationals.
Another issue I would like
to address is Eastern quarterback Tony Romo's completion
of the NFL combine. While
searching through every
source I could think of, I
came across NFL.com's Gil
Brandt's analysis on what was
going on with the top college
prospects.
He said Eastern Michigan's
Tony Romo is someone to
watch out for. Eastern
Michigan? Did Romo play for
two teams the last four years?
That explains how he became
one of the better quarterbacks in the nation.
It is too bad the Walter
Payton Award winner can't
receive a little better recognition. Well when the draft does
take place, what school Romo
went to may not be the only
mistake people make.
Many teams may be kicking
themselves for relying too
much on speed and big school
experience to understand they
have a sound quarterback in
Romo. He can provide a con
SEE WILLIAMS
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• Panther quarterback
shows good times and scores
at NFL combine
By Matthew Stevens
SP ORTS REPO RTER

Eastern quarterback Tony Romo
must have appreciated being in
Indianapolis this weekend because at
the NFL combine held in the racing
capital of the world, he did everything
fast.
"I wanted to show everyone that
speed wasn't a problem," Romo said.
"This was excatly why I worked so
hard for two weeks in Florida, and it
payed off."
The NFL prospect was placed in the
second group Sunday afternoon along
with Southern California's Carson
Palmer, Louisville's Dave Ragone and
Texas' Chris Simms.
Romo earned the second-fastest
time in the shuttle run and was timed
at 4.9 seconds in the 40-yard-dash.
"Basically, that's why I went to
Florida, to increase my speed, and I
feel like I'm a completely different
player since I left,• Romo said.
Romo impressed even himself during the IQ test by answering correctly 37 of 50 questions in only 12 minutes. The highest score last season
during the combine was 41 and most
quarterbacks only got through 22
questions.
"The whole point of the test was to
see how quickly you can process the
information given," Romo said.
The 2002 Walter Payton Award winner astonished many scouts in throwing drills after being clocked at 57
mph, which is impressive compared
to future Hall of Fame Green Bay
Packer quarterback Brett Farve's 61
mph.
"My arm strength has gotten much
stronger since my last game at
Eastern,• Romo said.
SEE ROMO
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STEPHEN HAAS/ ASSOCIATE PHO TO EDIT OR

Eastern senior Tony Romo excelled at the arm strengt h and IQ tests at the NFL combine. Romo was c locked
at 57 mph during throwing drills and answered 37 out of the 50 questions correctly o n the IQ test.

TRACK

She is going the distance
• Sophomore Angie
Simone is a rei iable
Panther runner
By Michael Gilbert
STAFFWimR

1b many novice Panther fans it
may seem sophomore Angie Simone
has come out of relative obscurity to
Win the 5,000 meters and the mile
run in consecutive weeks.
But one person who is not shocked
by Simone is women's track and
field coach Mary Wallace.
W h e n
Wallace took
over the reins
from the retiring John Craft
last May, she
knew she had
found a talent in
Simone.
"She
was
someone (the Angie Simone
coaching staff)
we
thought
could count on,• Wallace said.
"Angie was solid last year, and now
that she is completely healthy, she is
putting it all together. I'm not surprised by her success. •
If it's possible, Simone's accomplishments in the 5,000-meter run
and the mile have come at a bad

time. In the last few weeks, sophomore sprinter Alicia Harris has
been rewriting the Eastern record
books With her times in the 200meter and the 400-meter dash. While
Simone may not put together
record-setting runs like Harris, her
coach is very pleased with her performance this year.
"Angie has done a great job,"
Wallace said. "She is running very
consistent and is peaking at the right
time. Her times (recently) have
shown me that she is ready to run
fast "
Simone has taken the term 'run
fast' to a whole new meaning. She
won the 5,000-meter run by over 20
seconds two weeks ago at the
Southern Illinois meet and was back
at it again posting an 18-secood Win
in the mile at the 'Friday Night
Special.' Wallace believes Simone's
eye-popping Wins are due to her
physical ability and the competition
she is facing.
"It's a combination (being good
and a lack of competition) of both,"
Wallace said. "Her win at SIU was
more of Angie forcing herself to get
out and have a fast time. This weekend, strength of field came into play,
but she had a good run."
Wallace noted that a Win is still a
Win and that both victories were
impressive regardless of whom
Simone was competing against

"Angie has done a
greatjob. She is running very consistent
and is peaking at the
right time. "
-NMary Wallace
"Both wins are important,"
Wallace said "At SIU she really
went out against a hard field and
pounded them."
When Simone won the mile this
past weekend, she won an event not
known for being her strongest The
Hickory Hills native and Stagg High
School graduate is more accustomed
to running in the longer distances,
such as the 3,000-meter or the 5,000meterrun.
"The mile is not her best event,
but her times have been dropping
recently,• Wallace said.
Wallace stressed Simone's times
have been decreasing due to a hard
work ethic and becoming familiar
with the shorter event
"(Lowering her mile time) is
caused by strength of training,"
Wallace said. "The mile is an event
that deals mostly With foot speed,

and she is getting stronger in that
area. The mile is like a speed event
for Angie because she usually runs
the longer distances."
Thanks to her efforts over the
past few weekends, the Panthers
now depend on Simone to lead them
at all of their meets. Besides running exceptionally well and being
an underclassman, Simone has
developed leadership qualities this
season.
"She isn't a very vocal leader, but
she is more of a leader by example, •
Wallace said. "She trains hard, and
when she gets into the fieldhouse,
she is quiet and goes out and gets the
job done. Angie lets her feet do the
talking."

Simone and her feet will play a big
part in how the Panthers perform
this weekend. Eastern is hosting the
Ohio Valley Conference Indoor
Championship this weekend at the
Lantz Fieldhouse, and Simone will
be called upon in the long distance
events.
"Angie will be in two events the
three (3,000-meter) and the five
(5,000-meter), • Wallace said.
Wallace feels Simone has a good
shot to give the Panthers a firstplace finish in those two events.
"These (3,000 and 5,000-meter)
are her best events and, she will be
in the hunt for an OVC win," Wallace
said.

